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Value of sprinklers to reduce heat stress of lactating sows 
Abstract 
Twenty-eight sows and gilts were used to evaluate the value of drip sprinkling to reduce heat stress 
during lactation. Sprinkled sows had significantly lower respiration rates (P<.05) and consumed 
significantly more feed during the 21-day lactation. Number of pigs born live, dead, and weaned were not 
affected by sprinkling. Sprinkled sows tended to wean heavier pigs and lose less weight during lactation 
but these differences were not significant. These results indicate that a drip cooling for lactating sows is 
a low cost, effective method to reduce heat stress.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 11, 1982 
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